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     The Winter Reading Challenge, “For the Love of Reading” exceeded
expectations, with 12,263 days of reading recorded. The program goal
was 10,000 days. This season, we had 762 reading participants, and 120
readers completed the entire challenge. Children, teens, and adults
actively participated in the reading challenge.

     We now direct our attention to the Spring Reading Challenge, “Read
Across America. We ask that our patrons read and log four (4) days each
week during the challenge (April 13 – May 18) to earn a virtual badge
and a chance to win a grand prize. Pre-registration will open on April 6
at volusialibrary.beanstack.org.
     
     We are looking forward to our Celebrate Summer! Reading
Challenge! Pre-registration for all ages opens Monday, May 26. Track
reading from Monday, June 2 to Sunday, August 10 for a chance to win
exciting prizes. Don’t miss out—sign up today at volusialibrary.org or
volusialibrary.beanstack.org!

     Reading gets your mind working across different areas. For starters, it
involves comprehension to process the words you read. Beyond that, you
can use your analytical abilities, stimulate memories, and even broaden
your imagination by reading words off a page. All ages benefit from
reading. 

Please join our reading challenges and expand your communication
skills, expand your knowledge base, and become “well-read”.

    

Sincerely,

Lucinda Colee

Lucinda Colee
Volusia County Public Library 
Director
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From the Editor Over 80 databases

Hundreds of in-branch events

Over 16,000 training programs

Thousands of eBooks

Thousands of audiobooks

Thousands of printed books

Hundreds of printed magazines

Hundreds of printed newspapers

Thousands of digital magazines

Thousands of digital newspapers

Professional  librarians

Specialty children’s librarians

Specialty teen librarians

Mobile print services
Acuity Business Pass
Pay online services
Social Workers
Genealogy resources
Meeting Rooms
Outreach Programs
Reading Clubs

Volusia County Public Library
Library Support Center
1290 Indian Lake Road
Daytona Beach, FL 32124
(386) 248-1745
vcplinfo@volusia.org
www.volusialibrary.org

Branch locations:
Daytona Beach Regional
John H. Dickerson, Daytona Beach
Hope Place, Daytona Beach
Ormond Beach Regional
Port Orange Regional
New Smyrna Beach Regional
Edgewater Public Library
Oak Hill Public Library
DeLand Regional
Deltona Regional
DeBary Public Library
Pierson Public Library
Orange City Public Library
Lake Helen PUblic Library



                                        The Pedal Forward Project is part of Volusia County’s Social 
                                           Workers in Libraries program; adding value to the program by
                                            offering tangible support to participants who have
                                            demonstrated determination and resiliency for re-entering the
                                            workforce but lack reliable transportation. Specifically, the
                                          refurbished bicycles give participants a greater sense of self-
                                       reliance and independence, and affords them a wider search area
                              for employment. The program also grants greater flexibility for shift
availability, minimizes weather exposure, improves the stamina necessary to maintain
heavy work schedules for more labor-intensive jobs, and diminishes the community’s
waste footprint by keeping usable bicycles out of local landfills. In 2024, NEFLIN
(Northeast Florida Library Information Network) Board of Directors selected Volusia
County Public Library’s Pedal Forward Project as the winner of that year’s Innovation
Award.

Recent success stories include:
Mr. Mcelyea was just provided with a Pedal Forward Project bike at the DeLand
Regional Library last week. He arrived in Volusia County last Fall and is being helped
by members of our great community! Wanting more independence, Mr. Mcelyea is set
to meet with Career Source to help him with his resume and the bike will give him the
transportation he needs to expand his work search.

Ms. Crutchfield, of Daytona Beach, just received a Pedal Forward Program bicycle
from the Social Worker in Libraries initiative. She attends Daytona State College’s
Fresh Start transitional program with the ultimate goal of becoming a medical
assistant. The bicycle will allow her to not only continue her schooling but will afford
her the ability to get to job interviews.

Mr. Garza, of DeLand, shared that he was already using a friend’s loaner bike to go to
work. With the Pedal Forward Project’s refurbished bicycle program, he is thrilled to
have a bicycle of his own now! He shared with staff that he has been battling cancer
for nearly a decade and that the bike will not only help him get to work, but it will just
make everything easier for him – mobility around town, getting to appointments,
grabbing groceries, and more. He values his independence and very much
appreciates the program and wishes to share his appreciation for this project and to
its sponsors who make refurbished bicycles a possibility (Notably, repurposed
bicycles have been donated by the Sheriff’s Department, VOTRAN, and First
Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna Beach).

Mr. Mcelyea

Ms. Crutchfield

Mr. Garza

Chad 
Bike Technician
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Magazines &
Newspapers

PressReader is the best place to read
thousands of newspapers and
magazines from around the globe. Get
access to more than 7,500 (English
and foreign languages) of the world's
top publications such as Rolling Stone,
PCWorld, Modern Dog, Hola, Hockey
News, Style at Home, Tabletop
Gaming, Highlights High Five, and
many more, as soon as they're
available on shelves. 

Access your favorite digital magazines
using Flipster from EBSCO Information
Services. Flipster is a next-generation
magazine service that allows people to
browse digital versions of the latest
issues of popular magazines.

Browse magazines by category as
well as perform searches for
specific periodicals.
Zoom in and out for better
readability.
Apps are available for Android and
Apple devices for offline reading
anytime, anywhere.
Flipster is Kindle Fire compatible.

Scan the QR code 
for the magazine & 
newspaper link to

our website.
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Edgewater Public Library Spotlight
The Edgewater Public Library is one of the more
unique looking library branches in Volusia County. 

The ambiance of the
children’s section is
reminiscent of an
outdoor campground
with trees, logs, a cabin,
and more, available for
children to play with and
interact.

What’s even more
impressive is the fact
that the library
maintenance crew
designed and created
the enhancements
noted. Master carpenter,
Chad Taylor was
instrumental in making
the campground
concept become a
reality.
The branch is open

Mon & Wed: 9 am - 6 pm, Tue & Thu: 9 am - 7 pm
Fri & Sat: 9 am - 5 pm. The branch is located at
103 W Indian River Blvd., Edgewater, FL 32132.
The phone number is (386) 424-2916

tel:(386)%20424-2916


Solo artists,  
bands, and more
perform for the
pleasure of 
patrons.

John Denver Tribute with
Carl Bennett

Country roads may take you home,
but Carl Bennett will take you back in
time with his tribute to John Denver. 

Date: Thursday, May 1, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Location:
New Smyrna Beach Regional Library

Auditorium

The Sound: A Swing Band
Enjoy an afternoon of foot tapping
fun with The Sound, a swing band

with vocalist. The performance
includes songs from the Big Band

Era to contemporary music. 
This program is sponsored by the

Friends of the Daytona Beach
Regional Library.

Date: Saturday, May 24, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Location:
Daytona Beach Regional Library

Auditorium

Top Entertainment 
Comes to Volusia County
Public Library

West Volusia Chorus
Volunteer singers from our

community perform familiar  classics
and popular songs.  This free concert

is sponsored by the Friends of
Deltona Library.

Date: Sunday, April 13, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

Location: 
Deltona Regional Library Scrub Jay

Auditorium

Jeff Scott: Solo Guitarist
Concert

Jeff Scott is widely recognized as
Central Florida’s finest and most

sought after guitarist for concerts,
weddings, corporate & special events. 

Date: Saturday, April 19, 2025
Time: 2:00 PM - 4:00 PM

Location:
Daytona Beach Regional Library

Auditorium

Paisley Moon Trio
Mixing the sounds of acoustic and

electric guitars with violin and
electric cello, Paisley Moon Trio
brings audiences music from the

60s through the 90s. Enjoy an
eclectic, engaging musical

experience! This event made
possible by Friends of the New

Smyrna Library. 
Date: Tuesday, April 22, 2025

Time: 2:00 PM - 3:30 PM
Location:

New Smyrna Beach Regional
Library Auditorium
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Acuity 
Business Pass

Upcoming In-person Seminar

How to Sell on Amazon-
Scheduled for 5/2/25 at the Daytona Beach
International Airport at 9:00 am.

Description: This course provides a step-by-
step guide to selling on Amazon. Participants
will learn how to identify profitable products,
successfully launch new items, and manage
ongoing sales on the platform. Strategies
include market research, product listing
optimization, and logistics management for
Amazon sales.

·Aspiring entrepreneurs
·New businesses
·Small businesses
·Established businesses expanding to a new
sales channel

Parking will be validated, so there is no cost
to attend this seminar. To register, scan the
QR code.

We can help 

Enjoy enterprise-level data without the
cost barrier. 
Unlock valuable insights without the
hefty price tag. 
Access digital content from a wide
range of business subject matter
experts. 

Here’s how it works: Get your Acuity
Business Pass card at the nearest Volusia
County library, familiarize yourself with
Acuity and then, from the comfort of your
office or home, tap into all the research
and data solutions available. 

Visit www.volusialibrary.org/acuity-
business-pass.stml for more information

VCPL8
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OPEN YOUR EYES TO A 
WORLD OF WONDER, 
RESOURCES, AND 
EDUCATION. 

Residents, visit you local branch 
and get your FREE library card. 

VISIT US ONLINE 
www.volusialibrary.org

Get Your Library
Card Today!

14 branch locations - 24/7 website resources
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Log the books you read, and
movies you watch, and
complete activities to earn
badges throughout the
challenge.

Starting Monday, June 2, ALL
ages, (children - Pre-K up to 5th
grade), teens, and adults can
participate in Volusia County
Public Library’s Summer Reading
Challenge through Beanstack! 

“Celebrate Summer!” will 
take place at each of 
Volusia County Public 
Library system’s 14 
branches. This summer 
reading program is designed to
encourage teens, adults, and
children to keep reading during
summer break. 

Celebrate Summer with Volusia County Public Library's Beanstack
Summer Reading Challenge for Adults, Teens, and Children!

Participants can earn incentives and prizes; which mayParticipants can earn incentives and prizes; which may
be redeemed through Sunday, August 31. Visit abe redeemed through Sunday, August 31. Visit a

Volusia County Public Library branch orVolusia County Public Library branch or
volusialibrary.org for more information.volusialibrary.org for more information.

SARAH L. WIEDERHOLT
TREASURED VOLUSIA COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY YOUTH SPECIALIST

In fond memory of Sarah Wiederholt we celebrate a dedicated Youth Services Specialist who
played a vital role in creating a welcoming and imaginative space for young readers. With a kind
heart and gentle spirit, she brought stories to life and encouraged children to explore the wonders
of books and the world around them. In this space, Sarah's infectious enthusiasm fostered a love
of learning that will continue to resonate with the many young lives she touched. We honor her
memory and the profound impact she had on our community. Her memory will forever inspire us
to continue nurturing the curiosity and imagination of children for years to come.
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Volusia Reads Together is a community
reading program dedicated to creating
shared conversations and providing a
range of related events and activities.

The featured book for 2025 was Lessons
in Chemistry by Bonnie Garmus. The
setting is Southern California in the
1950s and early 1960s. 

There were many exciting programs
planned to enrich the book selection. 
Stats-

Lessons in Chemistry

Bonnie Garmus Jamie Graveling and Ray Lennard 

Bonnie Garmus (left) is the
author of the book. Jamie

and Ray prepared the
recipes selected and can be

viewed at
https://www.youtube.com/

@volusialibrary

Recipes from the 50s and 60sRecipes from the 50s and 60s

Chicken à la King

Ingredients
4 oz. mushroom stems and pieces, drained (reserve liquid)
1 small green pepper, chopped (about ½ cup)
½ cup margarine or butter
¼ tsp. pepper
1½ tsp. instant chicken bouillon
1½ cups milk
1¼ cups hot water
2 cups cut-up cooked chicken or turkey
4 oz. whole pimiento, chopped
½ cup all-purpose flour
1 tsp. salt

Directions
Cook mushrooms and green pepper in margarine over
medium heat 5 minutes, remove from heat.
Stir in flour, salt, and pepper. Cook over low heat, stirring
constantly until mixture is bubbly, remove from heat.
Stir in instant bouillon, milk, water, and reserved mushroom
liquid. Heat to boiling, stirring constantly. Boil 1 minute.
Stir in chicken and pimiento; heat through. Serve over toast,
rice, or noodles.

Mini Pigs in a Blanket

Ingredients
1 12-14 oz. package of cocktail sausages, patted dry
1½ cups flour
1½ tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. sugar
½ tsp. salt, plus a pinch-separated
½ cup milk
1/3 cup unsalted butter, melted

Directions
Preheat oven to 400°F, line a sheet pan with a silicone baking mat or
parchment paper.

1.

Poke two sets of holes in each cocktail sausage and set aside.2.
Whisk together flour, baking powder, sugar, and salt. Add milk and
butter and stir with a wooden spoon until combined.

3.

On a floured work surface, pat out the dough, and knead it gently if
necessary to bring it together. Dust dough with flour and roll into a
rectangle with a rolling pin, about an 1/8” thick.

4.

Cut lengthwise strips, about 1” wide. Then cut 2½-3” sections across
the strips. You should have about 20 rectangular strips. Combine any
dough scraps and repeat with what’s left.

5.

Place a cocktail sausage at the end of each strip and roll it to close.
Place seam-side down on prepared baking sheet. Repeat until all are
assembled.

6.

Bake for 15 minutes or until dough is golden brown.7.



Whether you'll be driving a car, motorcycle, or commercial vehicle dmv-permit-test.com has DMV practice tests
and references to help you find the right answers when taking the test.

Check out a few of the digital resources
available from Volusia County Public Library

kanopy showcases more than 30,000 of the world's best films, including award-winning documentaries, rare
and hard-to-find titles, film festival favorites, indie and classic films, and world cinema with collections from
Kino Lorber, Music Box Films, Samuel Goldwyn, The Orchard, The Great Courses, PBS and thousands of
independent filmmakers.

Our mission is to connect people who want to learn with experts who love to teach. For over two decades, we
have pursued that singular goal. In the process, we have become one of the nation’s leading online tutoring
providers. Library card required to sign-in.

Unlock access to 16,000+ on-demand courses to help you learn more and achieve success. Quality Content -
taught by experts in your field with 35+ new courses a week. Personalized Curation - get course
recommendations based on the most in-demand skills for your unique role. On Your Schedule - available
anytime, anywhere. LinkedIn Learning for Library includes courses in English, French, German, Japanese,
Spanish, Mandarin, and Portuguese.

Detailed information on more than 12 million U.S. businesses, 102 million U.S. residents and 683,000 U.S.
health care providers.

“Over 16,000 course, 10,000 movies,
55,000 audiobooks, and thousands

of books and magazines.” Scan the QR code 
for the database link to

our website.
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West Regional Librarian.

VCPL- Why did you decide to
seek a different opportunity? 
AMY- I wanted more
challenges, more
opportunities than what I was
going to find in a smaller
system. When I decided to
make the move to Volusia
County, I researched the
system for probably a good
month and a half before I even
applied for the position…My
predecessor, now the
assistant director, Melissa
Reynolds left me with a great
region...I'm personally
enjoying getting to do the new
LaunchPad at DeLand
Regional. That's been my big
project lately.
 
VCPL- Tell me a little bit more
about that. 
AMY- Our Friends of the
DeLand Library group were
very generous. At [their]
budget time, I asked them to
fund numerous programs, and
they generously agreed. 

VCPL- What has the patron
reaction been to the addition? 
AMY- The DeLand Regional
team has been great during
the process…[they] recognize
that this is kind of scary for
our patrons, but here's what's
coming in its place… the
Legacy Lab, all the tech, more
classes happening, and how
the LaunchPad will serve the
community. For me, it's a win-
win for the library system, the
DeLand Regional branch, and
the West region of the county.
As for the community, they're
getting makerspace services...
Overall, they have been very 

excited about what's coming.
And another thing that I've
been thrilled with - is that
we’ve been able to reuse a lot
of things from different
regions and from the branch
itself to try to keep library
costs as low as possible. The
library’s facilities team has 
been super helpful and very
humble about all the help and
hard work.

VCPL- So, compared to your
previous system of
employment, what’s the main
difference between that
system and this system? 
AMY- One of the things that
enticed me to come over here
is all of the community
outreach and community
engagement that Volusia
County does. I thought that
was huge and wanted to be
part of that. The social worker
program here is a great
program.
 
VCPL- Have you always been
in library services, or did you
start your career doing
something else? 
AMY- I started my career
actually rather late. I was a
stay-at-home mom. I
homeschooled for many
years. Before we started
homeschooling, I was really
involved with my child's
school. I was a board member
of the PTA. When my child got
to about second grade, I
found myself waiting for the
bus every day and becoming
really bored. I had started
volunteering with the
Seminole County Guardian ad

Amy Cantley is Volusia
County Public Library’s West
Regional Librarian and
oversees the Deltona
Regional Library, DeLand
Regional Library, DeBary
Public Library, Orange City
Public Library, Lake Helen
Public Library, and Pierson
Public Library. 

VCPL- How long have you
been with Volusia County
Public Library? 
AMY- Seven months now.
Seven months. So far, so
good. I love it. I'm very happy
to be with the system. I was
with my previous system for
10 years. 

VCPL- Which was? 
AMY- Seminole County Public
Library. It was a big decision
to make the transition to
Volusia County Public Library
because I was happy with my
previous position there. 
 



VCPL- Are you from Florida
originally? 
AMY- Yes, born and raised. We
live next door to my parents!

VCPL- What's been the
greatest challenge so far in
your position?
AMY- I already know the
answer to this question…It's
the lack of institutional
knowledge. I do miss having
that institutional knowledge of
knowing everyone, of knowing
all the ins-and-outs of policies
and procedures. Still, I have a
great team in the West and
have seen that everybody
does work together;
everybody's very open about
helping each other
accomplish a common goal. 

VCPL- Is there anything
lacking here? All your
comments were very positive. 
AMY- Oh, I love it here. 

VCPL- Was there a defining
moment that led you to the
Volusia County system?
AMY- Ultimately, what sold
me was a poster presentation
I made at last year’s FLA
[Florida Library Association]
Conference on Oral History
and Public Libraries. And, I
didn't realize it at the time,
but I met the Assistant
Director there. She brought a
Volusia County branch
manager over to me and said,
“You need to talk to her [me].
We could use this at John H.
Dickerson Library!” So, that
was one introduction. But I
had talked to another library 

(continued from page 13)

leader earlier in the day,
because Volusia County
Library had also delivered a
service presentation. I wasn't
really looking for other work,
but I was talking to this library
leader about her presentation,
and she was just gushing
praise for her library system in
Volusia. When I was thinking
about leaving [Seminole
County], what it finally came
down to was that I can’t know
if everyone is happy there, but
I know thisperson is super
happy and has nothing but
glowing things to say. And so,
it was kind of funny on my
first day here to see that staff
person greeting me! I laughed
and said, “I know you.” She's
like, “You do?” I replied,
“You're the reason I'm here!”
She's like, “What?” I reminded
her of our conversation at the
conference and how we talked
for a long time. I said, “It was
your energy and your
excitement over this library
system that gave me what I
was looking for in my next
job.”

VCPL- Anything else you want
to say? 
AMY- I think our Social Worker
in Libraries program is super
special. It's something that 
people would never think
about as a library offering.
And, I think for library
workers, when you're working
with patrons and seeing need, 

VCPL14

Litem a couple of years
before, and I really enjoyed
that role…I thought that I
might want to go into legal
and become a lawyer, so I
went back to school…while I
was taking care of my child's
education, I was also taking
care of my own. It took many
years to get through it. I
started out as a criminal
justice major because I was
interested in the parent side
of legalities and thought that I
might want to be a public
defender. So, I was always
determined to be broke.
(laughs). I was always
determined to be a public
employee, to be in public
service was my focus. By the
time I completed my AA … I
went back to my first love of
English and thought maybe I'll
be a teacher, but I had teacher
friends who advised against it.
I really wanted to stay in the
public education sector, so I
started volunteering at my
local library branch. I
graduated from Rollins in
2014 and was on my way to
graduate school at USF. I got
hired by Seminole County as a
clerk and worked my way up
over the years. In 2015, I was
working as an assistant
librarian for Seminole
[County], and I received a
cancer diagnosis. That kind of
derailed everything for a few
years…[but] once I felt better,
I finished up my Master's, here
we are. The short answer is,
professionally, yes, always in
libraries, but it's kind of a
winding path that got me here. 
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(continued from page 14)

www.volusialibrary.org

seeing people in crisis…having
the social worker program
available takes some of that
distress away from staff…
knowing that we can put them
in immediate contact with
someone trained to help. I
find that to be such a special
program. 

VCPL- Thank you for your
time, and I wish you much
success in your new position.
AMY- Thank you! Glad to be
here.

(Left to right) Assistant Director,
Melissa Reynolds, West Regional

Librarian, Amy Cantley, Northeast
Regional Librarian, Jorge Perez at the

Celebrate Volusia event.

West Regional Librarian, Amy Cantley
talking with a fellow vendor at the

Celebrate Volusia event.

Snapshot Day



Daytona Beach Regional Library
105 Jackie Robinson Parkway

Daytona Beach, FL 32114
(386) 257-6036

Hope Place Public Library
1310 Wright St

Daytona Beach, FL 32117
(386) 258-4027

John H Dickerson Heritage Library
411 S Keech St

Daytona Beach, FL 32114
(386) 239-6478

Ormond Beach Regional Library
30 S Beach St

Ormond Beach, FL 32174
(386) 676-4191

Edgewater Public Library
103 W Indian River Blvd

Edgewater, FL 32132
(386) 424-2916

New Smyrna Beach Regional Library
1001 S Dixie Freeway

New Smyrna Beach, FL 32168
(386) 424-2910

Oak Hill Public Library
125 E Halifax Ave
Oak Hill, FL 32759

(386) 345-5510

Port Orange Regional Library
1005 City Center Circle
Port Orange, FL 32129

(386) 322-5152

DeBary Public Library
200 N Charles R Beall Blvd

DeBary, FL 32713
(386) 668-3835

DeLand Regional Library
130 E Howry Ave
DeLand, FL 32724

(386) 822-6430

Lake Helen Public Library
221 N Euclid Ave

Lake Helen, FL 32744
(386) 228-1152

Orange City Public Library
148 Albertus Way

Orange City, FL 32763
(386) 775-5270

Pierson Public Library
115 N Volusia Ave
Pierson, FL 32180

(386) 749-6930

Deltona Regional Library
2150 Eustace Ave
Deltona, FL 32725

(386) 789-7207 
Osteen (407) 328- 4912

Volusia County Public Library Branches
19

tel:(386)%20257-6036
tel:(386)%20258-4027
tel:(386)%20239-6478
tel:(386)%20676-4191
tel:(386)%20424-2916
tel:(386)%20424-2910
tel:(386)%20345-5510
tel:(386)%20322-5152
tel:(386)%20668-3835
tel:(386)%20822-6430
tel:(386)%20228-1152
tel:(386)%20775-5270
tel:(386)%20749-6930
tel:(386)%20789-7207%20Osteen%20(407)%20328-%204912
tel:(386)%20789-7207%20Osteen%20(407)%20328-%204912
tel:(386)%20789-7207%20Osteen%20(407)%20328-%204912
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